FREE LOAN

WE PROVIDE LOANS. WE PROMISE DIGNITY.

THE JEWISH FREE
LOAN LEADERSHIP
2008-2009

President
Ron Blau

Executive Vice-President
Fred Wabnik

Vice President
Lisa Leopold
Eric Rinestone

Treasurer
Lawrence Schwartz

Secretary
SaraRuth Rossow

Past President

Kay Abramsohn
Emeriti

Harry Adler

Helen Handler
Allen Honig

Rabbi Irwin Wiener, D.D.
Directors

Paul Blum

Selma Fiel

Lisa Lerner
Jonathan Levine
Larry Moffitt
Suanne Neuman
David Senkfor

Ira Shapiro

Joel Shapiro
Barrett Silver
Marvin Stein

Rabbi Elon Sunshine
Howard Treshansky
Ora Zutler

Executive Director
Tina Sheinbein

Director of Development
and Outreach

Terri Swirnoff

Thank you - Todah Rabah
This issue of G'milut
Chasadim is in honor of
our 2008 donors. The
dollars in our loan funds
are raised through the
generosity of individual
donors and organizations
in our community.

Please join us in thanking
and acknowledging our
2008 contributors who
are listed in this issue

of our newsletter.

We are an affiliate agency
of The Jewish Federation
of Greater Phoenix

G'MILUT CHASADIM

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE COMMUNITY

Dear Friends,

In times of despair and distress, the
community is here to respond. In this
most difficult economic time, we are
turning to you — and you are listening. It is
as if you are sitting in our offices, hearing
the stories and woes of such unbelievable
circumstances that continue to impact the
day to day struggles of members of our
Jewish community.

As never before, the commitment of the
Jewish Free Loan to fulfill our mission

is being tested on a daily basis. We are
not only providing business loans to
enterprising entrepreneurs, adoption or
in-vitro loans to help Jewish individuals
and couples become “family” and college
education loans to provide the tools

and knowledge that will enable another
generation to create a better world, we are
making sure that the most basic of human
needs and dignity are maintained.

Today’s economic trauma has hit
members of the Jewish community in
untold numbers. We are contacted daily
to maintain shelter, to keep the heat on
during the winter and the air conditioning
running in the other months; we have
been asked to make sure the water is not
shut off, we are providing car payments,
insurance payments, and gas funds so
people can continue to get to their jobs,
and we are putting food on the table. We
are making sure that medical and dental
care continues to be available so that
health care is maintained.

You - our donors — have helped make this
possible and we appreciate your ongoing
support. You — our donors — have helped
us provide the loans which are helping
many Jewish families in the community
who have no other place to turn. They
come in holding their heads low, ashamed
and embarrassed to even have to ask.

They leave with an interest free loan which
provides them the dignity to go out the
door with their heads held high.

But we are concerned as we do not see an
immediate end to the economic downturn.
We do not see an immediate end to the
increasing numbers of Jewish families and
individuals who are coming through our
doors or calling us in panic and fear.

For almost sixty years the Jewish Free
Loan has been in the Valley to respond

to those walking through our doors. For
almost sixty years the Jewish Free Loan
has been the place where the Jewish
community has come to receive an interest
free loan. And for almost sixty years

the Jewish Free Loan has been the only
Jewish organization which has provided
interest free loans so that members of the
Jewish community can improve their lives
and achieve greater stability with regard to
their long term welfare. We encourage and
facilitate Jewish continuity. And...we will
continue to be here!

Today, as we face the uncertainty of the
coming year, we need you...we want
you...we depend on you...to be our
partner in trying to calm the stress and
strains of the economic whirlwind that is
hitting so many men, women and children
in the Jewish community. Your financial
support of the Jewish Free Loan gives a

— continued on page 3

Tina Sheinbein,
Executive Director

Ron Blau, President
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NEW NAMED DONOR
FUND ESTABLISHED

The Jewish Free Loan is grateful for this business
development fund. This fund will assist individuals
who are establishing or expanding a small
business, related auto expenses, and job training.

In this uncertain time for our economy, we are
seeing an increase in the number of business
loans and as 2009 and 2010 continue to bring
new challenges, the timeliness of this new
business loan fund will provide community
members with the assistance required.

Our Jewish Free Loan is extremely grateful to

the generosity of an anonymous donor whose
foresight will benefit our community for years to
come through our L'dor V'dor Legacy Society. As
the donor explained, “l have been so very blessed
to live a good Jewish life. There were many
expenses along the way that depended on others
believing in me and investing money to help me
get there. The assistance was always just enough
to keep me going. Just enough was plenty. | am
thrilled to be able to give back to others and help
them along the way to reaching their dreams,
hoping that just enough is plenty, and that they are
enabled to live good Jewish lives and give back
when they achieve their dreams.”

This endowment will provide unsecured loans to
individuals with emergency needs. This fund is
currently referred to as “The Tzedekah Loan Fund.”

If the Tzedekah fund is not in need of the funds,
the endowment would be used for loans for dental
needs, modifications to a home or vehicle to
increase accessibility for an individual with special
needs, or to replace accessibility equipment for
individuals with special needs or to serve as a co-
signer for a loan of a similar nature.

For more information on how you can create a
living legacy and become a member of the L'dor
V’'dor Legacy Society, or establish a Named Donor
Fund, please contact Terri Swirnoff, Director of
Development and Outreach at (602) 230-7983 or
terriswirnoff@jewishfreeloan.org.

LOANS AVAILABLE
NAMED DONOR FUNDS

Support adoption process and pre-adoption medical
processes for parents with intent to raise a Jewish
child

¢ Al and Fran Sachs Jewish Adoption Fund

Employment-related auto, job training, establishing
or expanding a small business

¢ Bycer Family Business Development
Loan Fund

¢ na Levine Business Loan Fund
¢ Milton Gross Memorial Business Fund

Jewish camp and leadership, Jewish education,
tuition, books, living expenses, supplement to
financial aid, vocational and technical training,
graduate studies

e Daron and Ron Barness Family Foundation
College Education Loan Fund

¢ John Blutarsky Education Fund

¢ Geyser Family Education Fund

¢ Mehl Memorial Student Fund

¢ Stuckgold Education Fund

¢ Arlene and Mike Treger Education Fund
¢ Hillary and Jake Tucker Education Fund

¢ Ella and Harry Adler Maimonides
Loan Fund

¢ Kriegsfeld Israel Experience Fund

Medical and dental bills, unexpected illness
e Isabelle Appell Memorial Fund

e Barbara and Michael Bass Fund for
Mental lliness

¢ Blau - Harel Family Medical Fund

e George Ritzer Emergency Fund

¢ Diane and Jay Simons Medical Needs Fund
e Steve and Randy Weiss Medical Needs Fund

Medical and funeral assistance for neo-natal deaths
and late term miscarriages

e Keren Or
Abused, neglected, homeless and single mothers
e Women and Children in Crisis



PRESIDENT’S AWARD TO BE PRESENTED AT JFL ANNUAL MEETING
Hold The Date: May 17, 2009 — Please Join Us

On Sunday, May 17th, 2009, the Jewish Free Loan, invites the Jewish Community
to attend their Annual Meeting. The meeting will be held at the Ina Levine Jewish
Community Campus from 10 a.m. to Noon; a continental breakfast will be served.
At this event, 2009 board and officers will be acknowledged along with donors
who have set up new Named Donor Funds and Legacy Gifts, and the President’s
Award will be presented to the Named Fund donors, Karen and Jay Bycer.

“It is a pleasure to honor Karen and Jay for their ongoing support of our agency.
They have been instrumental in establishing the Jewish Free Loan’s new
partnership with the Jewish Community Foundation of Greater Prescott. They
have the ability to appreciate the big picture and continue to perform deeds of
loving kindness throughout our community,” stated Ron Blau, President.

Karen and Jay’s story began in southwest Philly. They met through Hebrew School and youth activities at Beth
Am Israel and have been together ever since. Married in 1971, the Bycers life began in Phoenix where they
moved in 1979. Quickly affiliating with Beth El congregation, they became active with Young Leadership at the
Federation as well as serving on the Hillel board and Jay began his activity on Beth El's board. Seventeen years
later and they are still active at Beth EI.

The Bycers are generous supporters of numerous Jewish and Israel-based organizations. Members of three
synagogues, Beth El in Phoenix, Or Chadash in Scottsdale and B'rith Shalom in Prescott, it is their fervent hope
that they are able to continue their work and continue to give back to their community.

They are extremely proud of their sons, Eric and Matthew, who are Intellectual Property attorneys.
Please join us in saying “Thank You” to Karen and Jay on May 17, 2009, at the JFL Annual Meeting.
Call Wendi or Anne for reservations at (602) 230-7983.

— continued from front page

young adult a college education, provides
for the development of a new business or
the expansion of an existing endeavor, and
allows someone to receive medical or dental
care. Your financial support of the Jewish
Free Loan protects women and children in
crisis, assists with funeral costs and helps
Jewish individuals and families through the
many stages of Jewish continuity and life
cycles. There are many different ways you
can financially support the Jewish Free Loan.
Many such opportunities are included in this
edition of our Passover Newsletter.

Greeting new board members
are First Vice President, Fred
Wabnik and President, Ron
Blau. Pictured here are | to r:
Fred Wabnik, Barrett Silver,
David Senkfor, Ron Blau, not
pictured, Selma Fiel.

On behalf of the hundreds of nameless
people whom you have given a “hand up’

U

We are making it even easier for you to send a Jewish

— thank you! And for the many more who Free Loan tribute card. For a $36 donation, JFL will

will soon be given a “hand up” by your send you 3 tribute cards to keep in your home or office
generosity and financial support — thank for that perfect time to say, thank you, mazel-tov, with
you. sympathy, or “just because”.

Ron Blau Tina Sheinbein Send your check today and help support our interest

President Executive Director free loan programs!



Are you writing a check to the State of Arizona post
April 15th?? If so, make 2009 the year you decide

to send your check, $400 couple, $200 individual,
to the Jewish Free Loan for the AZ Working Poor
Tax Credit, thus earmarking where your dollars to
the State are directed and it will not cost youl!

Or are you sitting with a refund check from the State
that you had not budgeted for? Why not put that
check in the mail today for that AZ Working Poor Tax
Credit to the Jewish Free Loan where we will put

it to use assisting the growing numbers of people
requiring our services and you will get the tax credit.

A big THANK YOU to all those who remembered
us with their 2008 AZ Working Poor Tax

Credit! Your dollars are helping us meet the
needs of members of our Jewish Community
during these tough economic times.

(As of 2/20/2009)

78 Loans made in this fiscal year = $229,786

(since June 1, 2008) with 3 months remaining

26 of the Loans have been Tzedekah
(emergency) Fund Loans

In the entire fiscal year of 2007-2008, 72 loans

were made totaling $242,000

Jewish Free Loan
Gratefully Acknowledges
Community Assistance

“During our current economic crisis when
borrowing activity is elevated, it has been

very comforting to have experienced
community support,” Ron Blau, President,
indicated in regard to the funds that the
Jewish Community Foundation, Jewish
Federation of Greater Phoenix and Young
Jewish Phoenix, a project of the Jewish
Federation of Greater Phoenix, have made
available to assist with emergency loans.

With a grant from the Youth
Philanthropy Board of the
Jewish Community Foundation,
the Jewish Free Loan recently
presented a two-part financial
literacy program with board
member and financial services
professional, Ora Zutler,
facilitator.

“We really feel the support of the Jewish
Community in responding to the expanding
needs of members of our community, “Tina
Sheinbein, Executive Director of Jewish
Free Loan, reiterated. She continued, “The
board and staff join me in expressing our
deep appreciation.”

“Because of the high marks
given the program in an
evaluation by the attendees, members of the board

are looking at how to best utilize the program in the
future,” explained Tina Sheinbein, Executive Director.
She continued by stating, “At this time of economic
uncertainty, it is essential that we assist in providing
this information to as many people as possible.” To
schedule a presentation, please contact Terri Swirnoff.

The Board and Staff of Jewish Free Loan gratefully
acknowledge the following synagogues for
providing information about Jewish Free Loan’s

T connection with Shabbat Mishpatim:
-\.-";"I\-g' ' > Beth El Congregation Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation
ot T SNV S, ,
F e matien O 5“““7*“""””"””“‘”' Beth Joseph Congregation ~ Temple Chai

4
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et Congregation Beth Israel

Temple Emanuel of Tempe
Congregation Or Chadash Temple Kol Ami
Har Zion Congregation

The New Shul

Temple Solel

Young Israel of Phoenix

Attending the Named Donor Fund Luncheon held recently at the offices
of the Jewish Free Loan were donors, | to r: Jay Simons, Diane Simons,
Risa Mallin, Ron Blau, Jay Bycer, Dr. Paul Grocoff, Steven Weiss,
Barbara Harel, Mike Bass, Randy Weiss, front row, | to r: Karen Bycer,
Dr. Bonnie Gray, Lauren Cohen, Barbara Bass.







